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number of sheikhs of the Fatlah, Isar, etc., came to
see me again next morning. The news we had re-
ceived in Najaf was that these sheikhs had all bound
themselves by oath to some course of action which
no one could define, but which was variously re-
ported to be the sacking of Hillah, an attack on
Najaf, or a march across to Bagheilah, with the
object of attacking the troops there. The atmo-
sphere when their party and ours met was highly
charged. Haji Atteya made matters worse by
entering into a loud argument as to whether the
patriarch Judah, whose grave is at Kifil, belonged
rather to the Beni Hassan or to the people of Najaf.
He then asked Umran what he intended to do. I
had to interpose and remind him that it was not
his business. We then retired with Umran and his
following for a private conversation.
Umran told me straight out that all those present
had bound themselves by an oath to stand or fall
together. He then asked how the British Govern-
ment intended to treat the tribes. After a series of
explanations on my part, the most effective of which
was the assurance that it was a rule with us to refuse
to listen to accusations of any kind except in the
presence of the accused, the party appeared fairly
satisfied. There is no doubt that they are very
nervous that others will be either put over them or
listened to to their prejudice—an impression which
Haji Atteya is inclined to strengthen by giving un-
asked-for advice.
The town versus tribe feeling is exceedingly
strong here. The townsmen do not hesitate to
accuse the tribesmen of every kind of lawlessness and
exaction. The towns on the water-ways are almost
in a state of siege. Here in Hillah three watchmen
are posted on the minaret of the mosque and fire
whenever they see a horseman beyond the date-
groves. This is not the only precaution taken.

